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MA 27 – 222460-2020-47 Vienna, 23 March 2020 

Subject: Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE  

Programme guidance to national  

controllers on how to deal  with issues being  

faced by controllers due to COVID-19 outbreak  

 

 

Dear National Control Bodies, 

 

due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the Managing Authority (MA) and Joint Secretariat (JS) of the 

Interreg Central Europe Programme (CE) have received a number of queries related to various issues 

that the national controllers are being faced with during their verifications.  In light of this, the 

MA/JS would like to provide the following guidance and exceptional measures: 

 

 

On-the-spot verifications 

 

According to the Interreg CE rules (implementation manual chapter A.4.1), on-the-spot verifications 

have to be performed as follows: 

 

o For centralised control systems either on each beneficiary or on a sample basis as defined in 

the Article 23 questionnaire of the respective Member State. 

 

o For decentralised control systems on-the-spot verifications of all beneficiaries are 

compulsory at least once and they have to take place in the first half of the project 

implementation period. 

 

o For both centralised and decentralised systems, beneficiaries realising investments in 

thematic equipment with a value of more than EUR 2.000 per cost item and/or any 

investment in infrastructure/works need to be verified on-the-spot. 

 

Given that the above-mentioned rules form part of the Interreg CE Programme Management and 

Control System, it is not possible to completely waiver the obligation of performing such on-the-spot 

verifications. 
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However, the MA/JS has consulted with the Programme Audit Authority and have agreed that, for 

those projects that are still being implemented, it is possible for the national controllers to postpone 

the on-the-spot verifications until a later date and continue with the desk-based verifications (this 

mainly relates to Call 3 and Call 4 projects). On-the-spot verifications will have to resume once the 

COVID-19 situation is cleared. 

 

If the on-the-spot verifications were planned to be performed during the verification of the last 

Progress Report (this mainly relates to Call 1 and Call 2 projects) and it is therefore not feasible to 

postpone the check, the national controllers are kindly requested to implement comparable 

measure. These could include photo documentation (e.g. for the verification of equipment, physical 

archiving, compliance with publicity/communication rules, existence of outputs/deliverables etc.) or 

screenshots (e.g. for the verification of the accounting system, e-archiving etc.).  

 

 

Verifications of hard copies and the annulling of documents 

 

In case the verification of hard copies is required and it is not possible to be performed, the 

verifications can be carried out on soft copies (e.g. scans of originals).  

 

According to the Interreg CE rules (implementation manual chapter A.4.4.2), irrespective of the 

control system in place in the different Member States, the practice of annulling the originals of 

invoices and other probative documents is compulsory. The MA/JS agrees that the annulling of 

original documents can for the time being be postponed. The annulling of documents would then 

have to be carried out as soon as the situation returns back to normality. 

 

The above-stated exceptional measures have been put in place in order to mitigate the issues 

brought about by the COVID-19 outbreak. As soon as the situation clears, the national controllers are 

to resume their verifications in line with the Interreg CE rules. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Managing Authority  

Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE 

 

 

Christiane Breznik  

 

(electronically signed) 

 

 

E-Mail to:  

1. Aleksandra.Stelmaszczyk@mr.gov.pl 

2. cerovska@oerok.gv.at  

3. kertesz.andrea@szechenyiprogramiroda.hu  

mailto:Aleksandra.Stelmaszczyk@mr.gov.pl
mailto:cerovska@oerok.gv.at
mailto:kertesz.andrea@szechenyiprogramiroda.hu
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4. Andrijana.Gavran@mrrfeu.hr  

5. Nagy.Anita2@szechenyiprogramiroda.hu  

6. crr@crr.cz 

7. cinzia.gottardo@regione.veneto.it  

8. georg.schadt@bmnt.gv.at  

9. gerhard.hagenbuch@ofdka.bwl.de  

10. giorgio.boller@regione.veneto.it  

11. jansa@crr.cz  

12. josip.malogorski@mrrfeu.hr  

13. klaus-peter.esser@ofdka.bwl.de  

14. krystyna.gurbiel@cpe.gov.pl 

15. luise.fasching@bmnt.gv.at  

16. magdalena.bednarczyk-sokol@mir.gov.pl  

17. magdalena.rudzinska@mir.gov.pl  

18. maja.martinsek@gov.si  

19. weingartnerova@crr.cz  

20. Gordos.marta@szechenyiprogramiroda.hu  

21. michaela.goetzelmann@ofdka.bwl.de  

22. Milena.Walkuska@mr.gov.pl  

23. mojca.bizjan@gov.si  

24. pavel.lukes@mmr.cz  

25. peter.kostolny@vlada.gov.sk  

26. rafal.kociucki@cpe.gov.pl  

27. rafal.balinski@mr.gov.pl  

28. romana.breznik-ahtik@gov.si  

29. rudolf.belohorec@vlada.gov.sk  

30. szymon.denis@cpe.gov.pl  

31. teresa.costa@agenziacoesione.gov.it  

32. claudia.voss@ofdka.bwl.de  
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